
Amphitheater Middle School 

Elective Course Descriptions 
 

Beginning/Intermediate Band 

This instrumental group is for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who have had little or no musical 

experience and would like to learn to play a band instrument or improve skills on the instrument 

they already play (flute, clarinet, oboe, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, baritone, French horn, 

percussion/drums).  The focus is on learning to play a band instrument with good tone production 

and note reading skills.  Students who already have an instrumental background are also welcome 

to join this class to learn a new instrument.  Performances are scheduled according to student 

readiness throughout the year, and students may choose to participate in this class for a semester 

or the entire year. 

 

Advanced Band 

This performance-based class is for highly motivated 6th, 7th, and 8th grade musicians who are 

committed to improving their musical skills.  Students must have at least one year of experience 

on their band instrument and will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of repertoire 

which will help them develop more advanced playing techniques. All Advanced Band students 

will participate in several performances throughout the year.  Enrollment in this class is for the 

entire year. 

 

Beginning/Intermediate Orchestra 

This instrumental group is for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who have had little or no musical 

experience and would like to learn to play a string instrument or improve skills on the instrument 

they already play (violin, viola, cello, string bass).  The focus is on learning to play a string 

instrument with good tone production and note reading skills.   

Students who already have an instrumental background are welcome to join this class to learn a 

new instrument.  Performances are scheduled according to student readiness throughout the year, 

and students may choose to participate in this class for a semester or the entire year. 

 

Advanced Orchestra 

This performance-based class is for highly motivated 6th, 7th, and 8th grade musicians who are 

committed to improving their musical skills. Students must have at least one year of experience 

on their orchestra instrument and will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of string 

repertoire which will help them develop more advanced playing techniques.  All Advanced 

Orchestra students will participate in several performances throughout the year.  Enrollment in 

this class is for the entire year. 

 

Guitar 

This instrumental group is for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who would like to learn to play 

guitar.  The focus of the class is on basic note reading, playing melodies, and classical guitar 

technique.  More advanced students will also explore chords while playing.  Performances are 

scheduled according to student readiness throughout the year, and students may choose to 

participate in this class for a semester or for the entire year. 

 

Chorus 

This vocal group is for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who like to sing.  Students will sing many 

styles of music and will learn basic note reading/music theory.  Students will also have the 

opportunity to explore choreography and costuming.  Chorus students will participate in several 

 



performances throughout the year, and students may choose to enroll in this class for a semester 

or for the entire year. 

 

Odyssey of the Mind 

Odyssey of the Mind – This international educational elective provides an opportunity for 

students to exercise their creative problem-solving skills. Student teams select a specific 

problem to solve during the course of the class. Teams present their creative solutions through 

skits during competitions held in the spring. Problem-solving categories include balsa wood 

building, vehicle building, contraption building, dramatic skit writing, and comedy skit writing. 

Enrollment for this class is for the entire year.  Teacher approval required for this class. Class 

enrollment will be limited. 

 

MESA (Mathematics Engineering Science Achievement) 

This STEM class integrates concepts that are usually taught as separate subjects and emphasizes 

the application of these disciplines, along with technology, to a real-world scientific or 

engineering problem.  MESA lessons focus on hands-on, project-based learning and the 

Engineering Design Process.  One semester will focus on design, modeling, and how to plan, test, 

refine, and produce different products to solve certain problems.  Students will work with metals, 

wood, vinyl, simple machines and robotics. MESA students may compete at the University of 

Arizona. Enrollment for this class is for the entire year.  

 

Computer Programming 

This course is an introduction to different forms of coding.  Students will utilize a variety of 

programs such as code.org and Scratch to learn how to make websites, create games and 

animations, and learn how to problem solve with the computer. Enrollment for this class is for 

one semester. 

 

Intro to Technology 

In this class students learn from six focal points regarding technology and computer software that 

they will come across the most.  Internet safety, skills and knowledge they need to know to be 

safe online, making good choices about what they post online, how to determine real information 

from fake, and other important skills to benefit society in the future is a large part of this class.  

They will learn and use Google software and online applications, Microsoft applications and 

basic networking, Internet Safety, Internet research and basics of the Internet, General Software 

from recognizing companies and their products to Operating Systems, and Hardware recognition 

and proper use and handling. Enrollment for this class is one semester.  

 

Career Exploration (CTE) 

In the first half of our CTE class, 8th grade students will learn the basics of financial 

responsibility, budgeting, planning, and how to manage their money, while learning where 

income goes and how it is used in a household. This is setting them up for their Social Studies 

classes where they continue learning larger financial systems. Also in the first half, students will 

learn the importance of interviews, basic interview skills, and practice with mock interviews, 

focusing on high school and post-high school interviews. In the second half of the class we 

explore a wide variety of different career options that are available, the requirements, and avenues 

of achieving those careers. This is done in as hands-on method as possible, from helping students 

get a feel for emergency situations as an Emergency Medical Technician, to running and 

maintaining a large computer network as a Network Administrator. Enrollment for this class is 

one semester.  

 

 



Physical Education (PE) 

In this class students will be exposed to lifelong fitness activities that will benefit their health and 

well-being. Students will have the opportunity to participate in team sports, recreational activities, 

cardiovascular endurance training, strength development, flexibility exercises and nutritional 

awareness. Emphasis is placed on active participation and positive social interaction while 

playing the activity. Students are expected to dress appropriately and actively participate (see 

student handbook).  Students may choose to participate in this class for a semester or for the 

entire year.  

 

Conversational Spanish 

This class is for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. This class is a prerequisite to Spanish 1 for high school 

credit. First priority will be given to students with A’s and B’s in their language arts classes. The 

Spanish language will be taught through speaking, listening, reading, and writing in an 

environment of Spanish immersion. Students will develop a solid base in the language and will be 

well prepared for high school credit Spanish 1. Students must get a C or higher each quarter in 

order to be eligible to take Spanish 1 the following year in middle school.  Enrollment for this 

class is for the entire year.   

 

Spanish I  
(High School Credit) – This class is for 7th or 8th graders who have completed Conversational 

Spanish with a C or higher. This class counts as part of a student’s high school G.P.A. and will be 

on the official high school transcript. The Spanish language will be taught through speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing in an environment of Spanish immersion. This class provides a 

wonderful base in the language and prepares students well for high school credit Spanish 2. 

Students with a C or higher in this class will be eligible for Spanish 2 in the 2021-2022 school 

year. Teacher approval required for this class. Enrollment for this class is for the entire year.  

 

ART 

Students explore a variety of media as they build their skills in drawing, painting, fiber 

arts, mixed media, and sculpture. Students will discuss artists, artwork, and participate in 

technique demonstrations to develop the four strands of art education: art appreciation, 

art history, art production, and art criticism; as well as problem-solving, critical thinking 

skills and the studio habits of mind.  Enrollment for this class is one semester.  

 

AVID Elective (Advancement Via Individual Determination)  
This is a program designed to help underachieving students with high academic potential 

prepare for high school along with entrance to colleges and universities.  AVID features a 

rigorous academic elective course with a sequential curriculum for grades 6 through 12 

that focuses on writing, inquiry, and collaboration as methodologies to accelerate student 

progress.  Students will focus on problem solving in tutorial groups, public speaking, 

various projects along with weekly grade tracking.   

 AVID’s systemic approach is designed to support students and educators as they 

increase schoolwide/districtwide learning and performance. Enrollment for this class is 

for the entire year.  Teacher approval required for this class. 

 


